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W
hile the U

S has im
posed econom

ic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979, 6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
becom

e ever m
ore crippling over tim

e 
giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unem

ploym
ent, and a shortage of 

com
m

odities (e.g., m
edicine). 11 The U

S 
sanctions am

ount to collective 
punishm

ent of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regim
e 

change.”
11,12 
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TThhee  UUSS  MM
aannuuffaaccttuurreess  PPrreetteexxtt  

ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 
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ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 
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  HHuusssseeiinn  

GG
aass  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  
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TThhee  UUSS  WWaaggeess  EEccoonnoomm

iicc  WWaarr  
AAggaaiinnsstt  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hile the U

S has im
posed econom

ic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979, 6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
becom

e ever m
ore crippling over tim

e 
giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unem

ploym
ent, and a shortage of 

com
m

odities (e.g., m
edicine). 11 The U

S 
sanctions am

ount to collective 
punishm

ent of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regim
e 

change.”
11,12 
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TThhee  UUSS  MM
aannuuffaaccttuurreess  PPrreetteexxtt  

ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 
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TThhee  UUSS  WWaaggeess  EEccoonnoomm

iicc  WWaarr  
AAggaaiinnsstt  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hile the U

S has im
posed econom

ic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979, 6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
becom

e ever m
ore crippling over tim

e 
giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unem

ploym
ent, and a shortage of 

com
m

odities (e.g., m
edicine). 11 The U

S 
sanctions am

ount to collective 
punishm

ent of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regim
e 

change.”
11,12 
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TThhee  UUSS  MM
aannuuffaaccttuurreess  PPrreetteexxtt  

ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 
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TThhee  UUSS  HHeellppss  SSaaddddaamm
  HHuusssseeiinn  

GG
aass  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  
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TThhee  UUSS  WWaaggeess  EEccoonnoomm

iicc  WWaarr  
AAggaaiinnsstt  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hile the U

S has im
posed econom

ic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979, 6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
becom

e ever m
ore crippling over tim

e 
giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unem

ploym
ent, and a shortage of 

com
m

odities (e.g., m
edicine). 11 The U

S 
sanctions am

ount to collective 
punishm

ent of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regim
e 

change.”
11,12 
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TThhee  UUSS  MM
aannuuffaaccttuurreess  PPrreetteexxtt  

ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 
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aass  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  
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TThhee  UUSS  HHeellppss  SSaaddddaamm
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GG
aass  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  
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TThhee  UUSS  WWaaggeess  EEccoonnoomm

iicc  WWaarr  
AAggaaiinnsstt  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hile the U

S has im
posed econom

ic 
sanctions on Iran since 1979, 6 

sanctions have been tightened and 
becom

e ever m
ore crippling over tim

e 
giving rise to hyperinflation, 
skyrocketing costs of basic 

goods/services, high rates of 
unem

ploym
ent, and a shortage of 

com
m

odities (e.g., m
edicine). 11 The U

S 
sanctions am

ount to collective 
punishm

ent of ordinary Iranians, 
designed to inflict suffering on the 

general population and spark “regim
e 

change.”
11,12 
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TThhee  UUSS  MM
aannuuffaaccttuurreess  PPrreetteexxtt  

ffoorr  WWaarr  oonn  IIrraann  
Ever since President Bush's 

provocative post 9/11 claim
 that Iran 

w
as part of the "axis of evil," the U

S 
has been fabricating a nuclear threat 

to justify w
ar w

ith Iran. 13,14 To alleviate 
sanctions, Iran agreed to the nuclear 

deal (JCPO
A) in 2015 and fully adhered 

to its term
s until the U

S unilaterally 
w

ithdrew
 in '18, reviving the "nuclear 

threat" narrative that served as 
pretext for the unprovoked and illegal 
attacks on Iran by the U

S and Israel in 
June '25. 15,16,17,18 

O
f note, the US is the only country w

ho has ever dropped nuclear 
w

eapons on hum
an beings during w

artim
e. 19 Israel is the only 

country in the m
iddle east believed to possess nuclear w

eapons. 20 
Iran has a right to pursue nuclear energy under Article IV of the 

Non-Proliferation Treaty. 21 

TThh
ee  

UUSS
  SS

uupp
ppoo

rrtt
ss  

iittss
  RR

uutt
hhll

eess
ss  

PPuu
pppp

eett
  ((tt

hhee
  SS

hhaa
hh))

  
Th

e 
Sh

ah
 w

as
 a

 re
pr

es
siv

e 
di

ct
at

or
 

en
ab

le
d 

by
 th

e 
U

S.
3  T

he
 C

IA
 h

el
pe

d 
th

e 
Sh

ah
 fo

rm
 th

e 
SA

VA
K—

Ira
ni

an
 

se
cr

et
 p

ol
ic

e 
w

ho
 w

er
e 

ta
sk

ed
 w

ith
 

im
pr

iso
ni

ng
, t

or
tu

rin
g,

 a
nd

 m
ur

de
rin

g 
di

ss
en

te
rs

.3,
4  B

y 
19

78
, t

he
 p

eo
pl

e 
of

 
Ira

n 
w

er
e 

fe
d-

up
 w

ith
 w

id
es

pr
ea

d 
hu

m
an

 ri
gh

ts
 v

io
la

tio
ns

, e
co

no
m

ic
 

m
ism

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 w
es

te
rn

 
m

ed
dl

in
g 

un
de

r t
he

 S
ha

h’
s 

ru
le

. A
 

re
vo

lu
tio

n 
en

su
ed

, a
nd

 th
e 

pe
op

le
 o

f 
Ira

n 
de

po
se

d 
th

e 
Sh

ah
. A

 n
ew

 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t o
pp

os
ed

 to
 w

es
te

rn
 

in
te

rf
er

en
ce

 e
m

er
ge

d 
in

 19
79

.5  

SSoouurrcceess 
1.  npr.org/2019/01/31/690363402/how

-the-cia-overthrew
-irans-dem

ocracy-in-
four-days 
2. cbc.ca/new

s/w
orld/iran-u-s-regim

e-change-1953-1.7568828  
3. encyclopedia.com

/history/legal-and-political-m
agazines/hum

an-rights-
abuses-shahist-iran 
4. cia.gov/readingroom

/docum
ent/cia-rdp90-00552r000505290007-5 

5. britannica.com
/event/Iranian-Revolution 

6. encyclopedia.com
/politics/energy-governm

ent-and-defense-
m

agazines/am
ericans-held-hostage-iran 

7. yris.yira.org/colum
n/u-s-involvem

ent-in-the-1980s-iran-iraq-w
ar-am

ericas-
haphazard-extension-of-gulf-insecurity 
8. cia.gov/resources/csi/static/Fighting-Iran.pdf 
9. apnew

s.com
/article/de425ed9833b4bdaa03306f37182995f 

10. m
edalsofam

erica.com
/blog/legion-of-m

erit-details-and-eligibility 
11. huffpost.com

/entry/iran-sanctions-collective_b_2008211 
12. hrw

.org/report/2019/10/29/m
axim

um
-pressure/us-econom

ic-sanctions-
harm

-iranians-right-health 
13. vox.com

/2015/11/5/9675942/bush-axis-evil-speech 
14. pbs.org/new

shour/politics/am
ericas-spies-say-iran-w

asnt-building-a-
nuclear-w

eapon-trum
p-dism

isses-that-assessm
ent 

15. reuters.com
/article/w

orld/iran-is-com
plying-w

ith-nuclear-deal-restrictions-
iaea-report-idU

SKCN
1LF1KP 

16. abcnew
s.go.com

/Politics/iran-nuclear-deal-trum
p-united-

states/story?id=123020009 
17. npr.org/2025/06/13/nx-s1-5432480/israel-iran-w

ar-trum
p 

18. peace-ipsc.org/2025/06/22/the-us-and-israels-illegal-w
ar-against-iran-the-

violation-of-the-rule-of-law
 

19. cnn.com
/2019/08/06/us/hiroshim

a-anniversary-explainer-trnd 
20. new

sw
eek.com

/israel-fears-arm
s-race-fight-rem

ain-m
iddle-easts-only-

nuclear-pow
er-2080000 

21. disarm
am

ent.unoda.org/w
m

d/nuclear/npt/text 

ZZiinnee  CCrreeaatteedd  BByy  SSaarrvv  CCoolllleeccttiivvee  
@

sarvcollective • July 2025 

TThh
ee  

UUSS
  TT

oopp
ppll

eess
  II

rraa
nn''ss

  
DDee

mm
oocc

rraa
ccyy

  
In

 19
51

, M
oh

am
m

ad
 M

os
ad

de
gh

 
be

ca
m

e 
Ira

n’
s 

fir
st

 d
em

oc
ra

tic
al

ly
-

el
ec

te
d 

le
ad

er
. H

e 
w

as
 w

id
el

y 
po

pu
la

r 
an

d 
be

lo
ve

d 
by

 m
an

y.
 H

is 
bi

gg
es

t 
ac

co
m

pl
is

hm
en

t w
as

 n
at

io
na

liz
in

g 
Ira

n'
s 

oi
l i

nd
us

tr
y,

 w
hi

ch
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

un
de

r B
rit

ish
 c

on
tr

ol
.1  T

o 
re

ga
in

 
co

nt
ro

l o
f o

il r
es

er
ve

s 
an

d 
do

m
in

an
ce

 
ov

er
 Ir

an
, t

he
 U

S 
(C

IA
) a

nd
 B

rit
ish

 
in

te
llig

en
ce

 o
rc

he
st

ra
te

d 
a 

co
up

 in
 ‘5

3 
ov

er
th

ro
w

in
g 

M
os

sa
de

gh
 a

nd
 

in
st

al
lin

g 
a 

pu
pp

et
 (t

he
 S

ha
h)

 to
 s

er
ve

 
w

es
te

rn
 in

te
re

st
s.

1,
2   

 

TThh
ee  

HHii
sstt

oorr
yy  oo

ff  
IIrr

aann
  TT

hhee
yy  

DDoo
nn’’tt

  WW
aann

tt  
YYoo

uu  
ttoo

  KK
nnoo

ww  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

            

 
TThh

ee  
UUSS

  WW
aagg

eess
  EE

ccoo
nnoo

mm
iicc  

WWaa
rr  

AAgg
aaii

nnss
tt  

IIrr
aann

iiaa
nnss

  
W

hi
le

 th
e 

U
S 

ha
s 

im
po

se
d 

ec
on

om
ic

 
sa

nc
tio

ns
 o

n 
Ira

n 
sin

ce
 19

79
,6  

sa
nc

tio
ns

 h
av

e 
be

en
 ti

gh
te

ne
d 

an
d 

be
co

m
e 

ev
er

 m
or

e 
cr

ip
pl

in
g 

ov
er

 ti
m

e 
gi

vi
ng

 ri
se

 to
 h

yp
er

in
fla

tio
n,

 
sk

yr
oc

ke
tin

g 
co

st
s 

of
 b

as
ic

 
go

od
s/

se
rv

ic
es

, h
ig

h 
ra

te
s 

of
 

un
em

pl
oy

m
en

t, 
an

d 
a 

sh
or

ta
ge

 o
f 

co
m

m
od

iti
es

 (e
.g

., 
m

ed
ic

in
e)

.11
 T

he
 U

S 
sa

nc
tio

ns
 a

m
ou

nt
 to

 c
ol

le
ct

iv
e 

pu
ni

sh
m

en
t o

f o
rd

in
ar

y 
Ira

ni
an

s,
 

de
sig

ne
d 

to
 in

fli
ct

 s
uf

fe
rin

g 
on

 th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l p

op
ul

at
io

n 
an

d 
sp

ar
k 

“r
eg

im
e 

ch
an

ge
.”

11
,1

2  

 

TThhee  UUSS  HHeellppss  SSaaddddaamm
  HHuusssseeiinn  
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W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  
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TThhee  UUSS  HHeellppss  SSaaddddaamm
  HHuusssseeiinn  

GG
aass  IIrraanniiaannss  

W
hen Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, the 

U
S saw

 an opportunity to topple the 
Iranian governm

ent. The U
S provided 

Iraq w
ith m

ilitary support and 
intelligence—

fully aw
are that Iraq w

as 
using chem

ical w
eapons against 

Iranians. 7 The U
S N

avy w
as deployed 

to the Persian G
ulf to further support 

Iraq and its allies. 8 In ’88, the U
SS 

Vincennes dow
ned an Iranian civilian 

aircraft (Iran Air Flight 655) killing all 
290 people aboard. The U

S never 
issued an apology and the captain w

as 
aw

arded for “exceptionally 
m

eritorious conduct.”
9,10 

TThhee  UUSS  HHaarrbboorrss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

After being overthrow
n by the Iranian 

people in 1979, the U
S provided a safe 

haven for the tyrannical Shah. This 
prom

pted a group of Iranian students 
to storm

 the U
S em

bassy and take 
hostages. D

em
ands included a return 

of the Shah to Iran to stand trial for 
crim

es com
m

itted during his reign and 
a form

al apology from
 the U

S for the 
‘53 coup. The U

S failed to m
eet these 

dem
ands. 6 
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TThhee  UUSS  SSuuppppoorrttss  iittss  RRuutthhlleessss  
PPuuppppeett  ((tthhee  SShhaahh))  

The Shah w
as a repressive dictator 

enabled by the U
S. 3 The CIA helped 

the Shah form
 the SAVAK—

Iranian 
secret police w

ho w
ere tasked w

ith 
im

prisoning, torturing, and m
urdering 

dissenters. 3,4 By 1978, the people of 
Iran w

ere fed-up w
ith w

idespread 
hum

an rights violations, econom
ic 

m
ism

anagem
ent and w

estern 
m

eddling under the Shah’s rule. A 
revolution ensued, and the people of 

Iran deposed the Shah. A new
 

governm
ent opposed to w

estern 
interference em

erged in 1979. 5 
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TThhee  UUSS  TToopppplleess  IIrraann''ss  
DDeemm

ooccrraaccyy  
In 1951, M

oham
m

ad M
osaddegh 

becam
e Iran’s first dem

ocratically-
elected leader. H

e w
as w

idely popular 
and beloved by m

any. H
is biggest 

accom
plishm

ent w
as nationalizing 

Iran's oil industry, w
hich had been 

under British control. 1 To regain 
control of oil reserves and dom

inance 
over Iran, the U

S (CIA) and British 
intelligence orchestrated a coup in ‘53 

overthrow
ing M

ossadegh and 
installing a puppet (the Shah) to serve 

w
estern interests. 1,2  

 


